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CLMPTO 
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AR 

CLAIMS 1-3 CANCELLED 

4. (Currently Amended): Apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein ooid the interior region comprises carbon dioxide so as 
to provide an air-free environment therein* 

CLAIMS 5-8 CANCELLED 

9. {Currently Amended) : Apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein oaid the top end of said main body includoo comprises a 
mount, wheroln and said cover is removably attachable to said 
mount on said main body, 

CLAIMS 10-14 CANCELLED 

15. (Original) : Apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said 
cover comprises a port therein, said port being configured to 
permit access between said exterior region and said interior 
region of said main body. 

CLAIM 16 CANCELLED 
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17. (Currently Amended): Apparatus according to claim i§ 1 
wherein goid the port comprises an entire Luer lock fitting. 

18. (Currently Amended): Apparatus according to claim 1^ 
wherein oaid the port comprises an instrument passageway. 

19. (Original) : Apparatus according to claim 18 wherein 
said instrument passageway comprises a penetrable seal, 

20. (Original): Apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said 
cover comprises a substantially rigid material. 

21. (Original): Apparatus according to claim 20 wherein 
said substantially rigid material comprises polycarbonate. 

22. (Currently Amended): Apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein oaid the seal ing mcona comprises a vacuum seal. 

23. (Currently Amended): Apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein ooid ocaling the securing means comprises hooks. 


CLAIMS 24-27 CANCELLED 
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CLAIMS 1-16 (Cancelled) 
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CLAIMS 24-27 (Cancelled) 
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CLAIMS 24-27 (Cancelled) 


